




Why the Amazon River?

• Surface area > 6,000,000 km2 

and produces 16% of the global 
discharge 

• Concentrates the greatest part of 
the global freshwater fauna

• Biodiversity patterns not well-
known yet

• Increased human disturbances



High diversity of riverine habitats



Important ecological resources

A group highly diversified

Why freshwater fishes?

Potentially threatened



4 scientific objectives
Building an exhaustive 

database

Analyzing diversity
patterns

Anticipating the 
future

Defining “hotspots”
to protect

Currently under development Planned



Building the database

>21,000 sitios

2350 species

1345 endemics
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2350 species

~2600 species



Still little known regions


































